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Labor Day reminds me that I have the 
second best job in the world. Some 
time ago, a college student plopped 
into a chair in my office. He hemmed 
and hawed a bit about his reason for 
the visit. Finally he confessed, “I feel 
like God wants me to be a preacher, 
but I have no idea what you do all 
day!” I simply told him, “I’ve got the 
second best job in the world.” I went 
on to explain a day…a week…in 
the life of a minister. We spend a lot 
of time in conversation with God. 
This takes the form of prayer, study, 
meditation and awareness. When 
parishioners ask that I remember 
them in my prayers, I take the request 
seriously and intentionally share their 
concerns with God. I also respect 
those parishioners who find a place 
in the pew each Sunday morning. 
So a portion of my week is spent 
studying scripture and life – attuning 
myself to hear a word or whisper from 
God that I might share. In addition to 
these conversations with God, I have 
numerous conversations with people. 
These verbal exchanges are centered 
on personal spiritual direction, 
pastoral care in crisis, decision-
making in the church, questions 

of faith and sometimes just joyful 
fellowship. I also speak words of 
faith at funerals, weddings and other 
gatherings. I sit beside hospital beds, 
stand before civic gatherings and 
walk beside a lot of wandering and 
wondering people. It’s the second 
best job in the world. My young 
college friend quickly took the bait. 
“What’s the best job in the world?” he 
predictably asked. I smiled and said, 
“Only Santa Claus has a better gig 
than me. He makes everyone in the 
world extremely happy and only has 
to work one day a year!”

I really enjoy sharing in all the 
work of the church. I’ve sung with 
Kyle on Wednesday nights, helped 
at youth camp, attended Senior 
Adult gatherings, taught Sunday 
School, provided prelude music for 
Holy Week services, chaperoned 
children’s events, walked with 
walkers at the AYMC, greeted on 
Sunday mornings and more! This 
Sunday, in honor of Labor Day, I’m 
going to work extended session 
while Baxter preaches! I hope you’ll 
find a place to volunteer and work 
in the life of the church. Drive for or 
chaperone a youth event, volunteer 
for a committee, teach a class, help 
with our preschoolers and children, 
volunteer in the AYMC, be a greeter 
or sing in the choir. Any one of these 
jobs is almost as good as Santa’s gig. 
Almost….

— Jim

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

August 31, 2015

Sunday,  
September 6, 2015

Senior Adult Sunday

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Baxter Wynn

Sermon: How Many Candles on 
Your Birthday Cake?

Scripture: Psalm 118:24
Anthem: “Jesus Paid It All” – 

STERLING
Soloist: Ellen Wilson, soprano

Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses are available for all worship 

services.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be 
simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM and 

92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
FLOWERS NEEDED: If you are 
interested in placing flowers in 
the Sanctuary for our worship 

services, please contact Kimberly 
Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or  

370-2522 ext. 128. Open dates 
include this Sunday, September 6, 
as well as September 20 and 27.

Extended Session
Directors: Elizabeth and Sean 

Union  
Infants: James and Niechelle 

Freestone     
Twos: TBD 

 Threes: April and Steven Czarsty
Fours: Brian and Chesnee Marshall 

Fives: Jim Dant + One Other  
Pianist: Melanie Ruhlman 

WORSHIP

Reminders
Visit the Wednesdays at First page of the website for children’s 

registration and dinner reservation forms.

Be in prayer for youth and adults leaving for Fall Retreat at Rockmont.

mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.coates%40firstbaptistgreenville.com?subject=
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/Wednesdays-at-First


Cleaning out toiletry kits from your summer travels? Place of 
Hope, United Ministries’ Day Shelter for the Homeless, provides 
showers for up to 30 people per day – Monday through Friday.  
Each person receives travel size soap, shampoo and several 
bottles of lotion. They have plenty of the other items, but the 
lotion supply is really low. You may place the lotion in the food collection containers located around the 
church, and we will deliver them to United Ministries along with our weekly food donations. Thank you for 
your help!

— Laura

United Ministries Needs Travel 
Size Lotion
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It is almost back 
to school time! 
Our youth will be 
challenged daily 

to set priorities and learn time management. Look 
at it this way: How you spend your hours adds up 
to how you spend your days. How you spend your 
days adds up to how you spend your life. What I 
remember most about my years as a youth here at 
First Baptist are the meaningful friendships. I made it 
a priority to be present at church whenever the doors 
were opened. Through my time commitment, those 
friendships were built on a solid foundation and have 
lasted a lifetime. I am excited to kick off this new 
school year with our annual Fall Retreat at Camp 
Rockmont! A weekend full of fellowship, learning, 
and new experiences – and a great weekend to 
develop meaningful friendships!
Join the FBG Youth Family this year for Wednesdays, 
Sundays and our great events, and you will find 
every time you are with your youth family you are 
welcomed, and you are loved. See you this Fall!

Grace and Peace, 
Mary Carol

Regular Weekly Schedule 
Wednesdays  
 3:30-5:00pm — Hang Time (AYMC) 
 5:00-6:00pm — Dinner & Fellowship (AYMC) 
 6:15-7:00pm — Midweek Worship (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday Mornings 
 9:15-10:20 a.m — Sunday School (Terrace Level of   
  AYMC) 
Sunday Evenings 
 5:00-5:45pm — Middle School Bible Study /  
   High School Choir 
 5:50-6:10pm — Snack Supper 
 6:15-7:00 p.m — High School Bible Study /  
   Middle School Choir 

Welcome FBG  
Youth Family!

Rockmont: Youth Family Annual Fall Retreat
Labor Day Weekend, 9/5-9/7! All 6th-12th grade 
students are invited to spend two nights full of 
fellowship, learning, and new experiences in Black 
Mountain, NC. The cost is $125/person. 
Anyone planning to attend must register 
online: firstbaptistgreenville.com/sign-up-for-
rockmont-2015/ 

Registration Deadline is Friday, August 28, at noon.
Payment is Due to Kendall Parks by or before 
leaving on Saturday, September 5.



On September 28, 
Roadrunners will leave FBG 
at 10:15am and return at 
5pm. Call Sylvia Clyborne 
to register and pay $8. We’ll 
enjoy lunch (pay your own) 
at Cracker Barrel in Gaffney.

The park commemorates the Battle of Kings Mountain, a pivotal 
and significant victory by American Patriots over American Loyalists 
during the Revolutionary War.  The battle was the first major patriot 
victory to occur after the British invasion of Charleston SC in May 
1780.  Thomas Jefferson considered the battle “The turn of the tide 
of success.” 
The Battle of Kings Mountain was fought on October 7, 1780, and 
destroyed the left wing of Lord Cornwallis’ army, effectively ending 
Loyalist ascendance in the Carolinas. The victory halted the British 
advance into North Carolina, forced Lord Cornwallis to retreat from 
Charlotte into South Carolina, and gave General Nathanael Greene 
the opportunity to reorganize the American Army.

Kings Mountain National  
Military Park

... to check the Lost and 
Found at FBG? Items 
are continually left in the 
AYMC, Sanctuary and 
other meeting areas of 
the church. Clothing, 
jewelry, eyeglasses,  
Bibles, dishes and 
sterling silver have been 
discovered. Both the 
AYMC and the main 
building have designated 
places where found 
items can be recovered. 
Items of higher value 
may be placed in the 
safe for “safe” keeping. If 
you have questions, ask 
the receptionist on duty 
for assistance.

... that the Church Life 
App can be downloaded 
from the App Store 
to connect you to 
Engage First on your 
mobile devices? This 
will give you access to 
the church directory 
and calendar wherever 
you are. Contact Bootie 
Cothran, media and 
technology coordinator, 
at bootie.cothran@
firstbaptistgreenville.com 
or ext. 112.

... that when you are 
away from home, you 
can still share worship 
with your community of 
faith by watching the 
livestream of the church 
service – and that you 
can view some of the 
archived services? On 
the homepage of the 
church website, click 
“Watch Live” to be 
taken to our Livestream 
page. On the Worship 
page of the website, the 
order of worship can be 
downloaded.

... that First Baptist 
Greenville has a strict 
policy regarding who is 
allowed to participate 
in events involving our 
children or youth? All 
those serving as nursery 
workers, Sunday School 
teachers or chaperones 
must complete a 
Protecting Our Children 
screening. If you 
have questions about 
this or are interested 
in participating in 
preschool, children or 
youth events, contact 
Juli Morrow at ext. 117.

— Kimberly
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The Roadrunners visit a variety of 
places in their travels. Some are 
day trips, and some are overnight 
visits to new or oft-forgotten venues. 
With fall coming soon, our thoughts 
turn to apples. Two of our trips have 
taken us to Mountain Fresh Orchards 
just outside Hendersonville, NC. This 
is a family-owned roadside market 
surrounded by beautiful orchards 
loaded with apples and a field of 
cabbage ready to harvest. We had 
a wide variety of apples and garden 
vegetables ready for purchase. A 
specialty at Mountain Fresh is a 
delicious menu of apple desserts. 
We all enjoyed a fresh fried apple pie 
before heading to lunch. Life is short 
– eat dessert first. The Roadrunners 
never miss an opportunity to enjoy 
good food and fellowship. All seniors 
are invited to join us each month for 
a fun excursion.

 — Sandra & Oscar Funderburk

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 31-September 6
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
September 7-13

Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
370-2522 ext. 199

If you are unable to reach this 
minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 8/31/15

Hospitals
Memorial: CJ Young
Returned home: Tom Tuten, 
Sandra Corder, Anne Frances 
Saad

Sympathy to:
…Diane Durham in the death of 
her uncle.
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LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 8/29

$1,503,854

Receipts as of 8/31
$1,377,575

For Your Calendar!
9/3-7 AYMC Closed
9/4 6:00pm 
 Senior Adult Banquet 
 (Fellowship Hall)
9/5-7 Youth Fall Retreat at  
 Rockmont
9/6 10:30am 
 Senior Adult Sunday 
 Baxter Wynn, Proclaimer
9/7 Church Offices Closed
9/8 6:00pm 
 Deacons Meet (Parlor)
9/11 5:30-8:00pm 
 Children’s Ministries Event:  
 Dinner and a Movie
9/13 9:30am 
 Protecting Our Children  
 (E-317)
 10:30am 
 Service of Communion 
 First Grade Recognition 
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer

Wednesday Supper 
Menu

Remember to make reservations 
by noon on Monday, online at our 
web site. If internet is a problem, 

contact the church office. 
Serving lines are open  

4:45-6:00pm

September 2
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, 

Roasted Veggies, Layered Salad, 
Yeast Rolls

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, 
Fruit, Cookies

September 9
Adults: Chicken Enchiladas, 

Refried Bean Casserole, Mexican 
Rice, Mexican Salad

Kids: Tacos, Refried Beans, Fruit, 
Ice Cream Cup

Introducing
Harrison Kisner, 
925 Cleveland 
Street, #94, 
29601, joined 
the church 
by previous 

profession of faith and baptism 
on Sunday, August 23. Harrison is 
employed at Upstate Psychiatry. 
He is pictured here with his 
daughter, Elizabeth.

Carl Sly,  
102 Richmond 
Drive, 29617, 
joined the 
church by 

profession of faith requesting 
baptism on Sunday, August 23. 
Carl is employed at the Blood 
Connection.
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