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I attended a church committee 
meeting last month and had the 
distinct privilege of introducing 
some of the committee members 
to each other. I’ve been here for 
a little more than one year. They 
have been here much longer.

First Baptist is a big place. We 
routinely navigate 264,000 square 
feet of buildings, a calendar full of 
programs and a membership list 
that is impossible to memorize. 
Any given Sunday we nod at a 
number of people we do not know. 
At times, the anonymity is a relief. 
At other times, we wish we felt a 
little more community.

On the weekend of March 4-6, 
2016, I’m inviting our entire 
congregation to go on retreat 
together. We’ve reserved space at 
the YMCA’s Blue Ridge Assembly 
in Black Mountain, North Carolina. 
I’d like everyone to attend – from 
our eldest senior adult to our 
newest newborn. We have insured 

that there is accessible lodging and 
activities for all age groups. I will 
be co-leading the retreat sessions 
with Rev. Mary Carol Anderson 
– our minister of youth and 
recreation. We will be exploring 
texts in the Gospel of Luke around 
the theme The Broken Road. 
Being a follower of Christ – or 
being the Church of Christ – does 
not mean that life’s road will be 
smoothly paved and easy. It does 
mean, however, that our broken 
roads will lead us to grace and life. 
You will be able to register online in 
early September. For those unable 
to attend, there will be a service 
in the chapel, Sunday morning, 
March 6.  

This weekend event will be a 
wonderful time for us to relax, 
study, play, pray and get to know 
one another. And when the 
weekend is over, we’ll be able 
to pass each other in the church 
hallways and share a little more 
than a nod.  

 

— Jim

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

August 24, 2015

Sunday,  
August 30, 2015

Pulpit Swap

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Proclaimer: Greg Dover

Sermon: What Are You Waiting 
For?

Scripture: Psalm 130
Anthem: “I Waited for the Lord” - 

MENDELSSOHN
Hearing aid receivers and magnifying 
glasses are available for all worship 

services.

The 10:30 a.m. worship will be 
simulcast live on WLFJ 660 AM and 

92.9 FM from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, August 30, are given in 
loving memory of Gene Johnson 

by his wife and family.
Please contact Kimberly 

Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or ext. 
128 to give flowers for Sunday, 

September 6.

Extended Session
Directors: Fred and Rebecca 

Blevins
Infants: Mary Ellington   

Twos: JR Christy and Ann Godfrey 
 Threes: Brandon and Leslie 

Roberts
Fours: Anna and Logan Green 
Fives: Melissa and Roy Janse  

Pianist: Kathy Stewart 

WORSHIP

Reminders
Wednesdays at First Return on August 26!

Bible Conference at Augusta Heights Baptist Church is  
August 29 & 30!



WANTED: 

Members who desire the life-transforming 
experience, the joy and personal fulfillment that 
comes from caring for others in the name of Christ.

Members who believe that visiting those who are 
lonely and in need of friendship, compassion and a 
caring touch, is a high and holy calling, a way of life 
in the Kingdom of God.

Members willing to occasionally assist in providing 
transportation for other members in need of a ride to 
a medical appointment.

Members willing to assist in arranging or delivering 
flowers to other members, as a reminder of our love 
and concern for them.

Members willing to assist in delivering Wednesday 
night church suppers to homebound members.

Members who have experienced support and loving 
care from others in times of personal need and who 
desire to respond to that blessing by caring for 
others.

The Ministry to Families Committee provides care 
and assistance to our homebound and shut-in 
members. If you would like to explore the possibility 
of using your gifts in and through the ministries 
of this committee, please call the chairs: Jeanette 
Cothran (288-6227) or Janet Huskey (288-5914).

— Baxter and Kendra

Opportunities for 
Ministry

Now that fall is approaching, it’s 
back to school time and time for 
those “School Year” Resolutions. 
I always enjoy the long, lazy days 
of summer, but there is something 
to be said for getting back into a 
routine. The AYMC is a great way 
to get into a fitness routine, and 
there are lots of ways to do that 
here. 

• We’ve got a great walking 
track. It’s indoors and climate 
controlled. Grab a friend or two 
and come try it out.

• If you want to turn it up a 
notch, we’ve got a fitness/
workout room. It has cardio 
as well as strength training 
equipment.

• If you like to 
exercise with 
a group, then 
look into our 
senior exercise 
classes, yoga 
classes, pilates classes and 
group fitness classes. Stay 
tuned for a special Ninja Fit 
class coming in a few weeks.

• Of course, we can’t forget our 
beautiful gym for those of you 
that like to play basketball. It’s 
regulation college length with 
three point lines and a shot 
clock.

There are many different 
membership options to choose 
from ranging from free (yes, 
free!) to $30 a month. We have 

convenient hours, so 
you can come before 
work, after you drop 
the children off at 
school, during your 
lunch hour, before 
you pick them up at 
school or after work. 
We’re even open on 
Saturday mornings 

and Sunday afternoons.

Don’t let another day go by 
without checking out what 
the AYMC has to offer for 
you. I promise you won’t be 
disappointed. I’d love to show you 
around.

— Mittie

It’s Fall Y’all  
at the AYMC
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The theme for Preschool VBS 
this year was Mount Everest: 
Conquering Challenges with God’s 
Mighty Power. We focused on 
how we can rely on God’s power 
to help us overcome obstacles in 
our lives. In Bible stories about 
Elijah, the children learned that 
God provides for our needs 
and will comfort us in difficult 
circumstances. Our Bible story 
about Naaman taught that God 
has the power to heal. Through 
a story about Jesus and his 
disciples, the children learned 
that God has the power to love 
us forever. Games and crafts and 
snacks reinforced each lesson. 
We closed every day with a chapel 
service. This gave us a time to 

fellowship as a group through 
worship and music. The children’s 
offering for the week totaled 
over $270, and they decided to 
purchase a llama and a sheep 
from Heifer International to go to 
a family in need somewhere in 
the world. They worked hard to 
collect enough money to make 
these substantial gifts to help two 
families.

I am grateful to the many people 
who helped make this week a 
success!!

— Juli

Preschool VBS
MOUNT EVEREST

This Sunday, August 30, 
there will be a pulpit swap 
between the pastors of 
Augusta Heights Baptist 
Church and First Baptist 
Greenville. While Jim 
Dant is preaching at 
Augusta Heights Baptist, 
Greg Dover will be 
supplying FBG’s pulpit. 
Greg is a familiar face to 
many as he grew up at 
First Baptist and served 

as one of its summer youth interns. (He sincerely 
apologizes to all of his former Sunday School 
teachers, children’s workers and youth leaders and 
asks that you please not tell any stories!!)

Greg is a self-proclaimed recovering perfectionist 
and a functional coffee addict, trying to be the best 
husband (to Suzy), father (to Yates and Lennon), 

pastor and friend he can be. He is a graduate of 
Furman University and has gone on to earn degrees 
from Wake Forest University (M.Div.) and Drew 
University (D.Min.). He serves on the Faith-Based 
Round Table of the United Way of Greenville County, 
the Ministries Council of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, and the Development Council of the GHS 
Children’s Hospital. In his spare time, Greg enjoys 
cooking and eating good food, exercising, watching/
playing sports, and spending time with family and 
with people in general. 

Reconnect with Greg this Sunday as our community 
of faith gathers for worship!

— Kimberly

A Home-Grown Guest in the Pulpit
GREG DOVER, PASTOR, AUGUSTA HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH W
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Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

August 24-30
Matt Rollins  
346-0971 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
August 31-September 6

Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

370-2522 ext. 199
If you are unable to reach this 

minister immediately, please call 
the Church Office, 233-2527, and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “3” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Care List
 as of 8/24/15

Hospitals
As of 8/24, there are no FBG 
members in the hospital. Please 
contact the church office with any 
hospitalizations.
Returned home: Carroll Rushing, 
John Austin, George Irwin

Sympathy to:
…Bob & Helen Mace in the death 
of their daughter and Diane 
Thompson in the death of her 
sister.

...the family of Frank Durham.

...Richard Pace in the death of his 
father.
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LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 8/22

$1,459,623

Receipts as of 8/24
$1,356,601

For Your Calendar!
8/26 4:45pm
 Wednesday Activities  
 Resume: Supper/Children’s  
 Missions/Children’s Choirs/ 
 MidWeek Fellowship/ 
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals
8/29-30
 Bible Conference at  
 Augusta Heights Baptist  
 Church
8/30 10:30am
 Greg Dover, Proclaimer
9/3-7
 AYMC Closed
9/4 6:00pm
 Senior Adult Banquet 
 Cost: $10.00, Speaker: Jim  
 Dant, Special Music:   
 The Triune Gospel Band
 (Fellowship Hall)
9/5-7
 Youth Fall Retreat at  
 Rockmont

Monthly Mission Focus: 
August

Each week during the school year, 
volunteers gather to sort food and 
pack bags for children at Duncan 
Chapel Elementary to take home 
over the weekend when they 
are at most risk for not having 
enough food. Forty-nine percent 
of school children in Greenville 
County qualify for free or reduced 
lunch. Items needed are things 
children can eat without parental 
help: peanut butter, squeezable 
jelly, granola bars, cereal bars, fruit 
cups, oatmeal, popcorn, pudding, 
and pop-top ravioli. Please 
leave items in the designated 
bins placed around the church: 
Reception Desk, Fellowship Hall 
Lobby, Music Suite Hall. This 
is our special focus for August, 
but donations are appreciated 
throughout the school year.

Wednesday Supper 
Menu

Make reservations on the church 
website by noon on Monday. If 

internet is an issue, call the church 
office.

Serving lines are open  
4:45-6:00pm

August 26
Adults: Pasta Bar, Salad, Italian 

Green Beans, French Bread
Kids: Mini-pizza, Buttered  
Noodles, Fruit, Cookies

September 2
Adults: Beef Tips and Rice, 

Roasted Veggies, Layered Salad, 
Yeast Rolls

Kids: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, 
Fruit, Cookies


